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The History of the Blair, Banister and Braxton Families, 
Before and After the Revolution, with a Brief Sketch 
OF Their Descendants. By Frederick Horner, M D., U. S. N. 
Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1898. 

"A very charming book " does not often express the opinion of even 
the most ardent genealogist and antiquarian, on completing a published 
genealogy. But this is the opinion of all who read Dr. Horner's book. 
The genealogies describe prominent and interesting families and, in the 
main, are very well done; but the chief pleasure which the general reader 
derives is from the series of old letters which the author had the good 
fortune to possess and good taste to publish. After reading these one en- 
dorses strongly Macaulay's opinion in speaking of the value and interest of 
the correspondence between Sir John Temple and his future wife; that 
such letters are worth volumes of ordinary history, and can hardly re- 
strain from quoting pages from those printed in this book. But it would 
be unfair to the author to more than indicate their nature. The letters 
in question are from John Blair, President of the Council, and Acting 
Governor of Virginia; Jean Blair, his wife; his daughter, Agan; Mrs. 
Sarah (Blairi Gary, Bushrod Washijigtoi), Miss Charlotte Balfour, George 
B. Whiting, R. H. Little, Mary Blair Whiting, Miss M. M. Peachey, Mary 
Andrews, Justice John Blair of the U. S. Supreme Court, Mrs. Mary 
Blair Braxton-Burwell, Mrs. Anna Blair Banister, George Braxton 
(brother of Carter), and others. Many attractive pictures of life in 
Colonial Virginia are given. Among those which linger in memory are 
the mock duel between the young ladies at Hampton as to whose 
"toast" a certain attractive lieutenant in the navy should be; and the 
"little touch of Harry in the night," which tells how the members of 
the Blair family were singing on the front steps one moonlight night, 
when Governor Lord Botetourt, coming along the street alone, insisted 
on stopping and sitting down by them on the steps to listen to the music, 
tells us more, than anything which has been ever presented as grave 
history, of the causes of the popularity which made Virginians erect a 
statue to Botetourt, alone of all the long line of Colonial Governors. 

The families treated of by Dr. Horner are the Blairs of Williamsburg, 
among whom were Dr. James Blair, the founder and first president of 
William and Mary College; President John Blair, of the Council, and 
Justice John Blair; the Braxtons, who, in Carter Braxton, gave a signer 
to the Declaration; the Whitings, the Littles, and the Homers. All of 
these have been prepared with much care, and are valuable additions to 
the rather scant supply of printed accounts of Virginia families. 
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The volume contains a number of copies of old portraits: Dr. James 
Blair, Justice Blair, Mrs. George Braxton, Jr. (Mary Blair), Colonel John 
Banister, George Braxton, Jr., Dr. Gustavus Brown, and other more 
modern portraits. There are also pictures of various old houses; the 
College ( why not the old, instead of the present building?); the Blair 
house, Williamsburg; " Newington " and " Battersea." 

There are some minor faults, as in all genealogical books. Sometimes 
the proof-reading has not been very good, as there are obvious omis- 
sions of words. On page 27 the author says: "The College (William 
and Mary) in its organization was Episcopal, and probably will always 
remain so." For many years the College has been, in no sense. Epis- 
copal, and will never be a sectarian institution. The statement on page 
31 that Mr. Hugh Blair Grigsby was a descendant of Dr. James Blair's 
brother, is without foundation. Page 32: " The College of William and 
Mary * * named in honor of the Hollandaise line of British sov- 
ereigns." There could hardly be a "line" where only one individual 
of this family ever sat on the throne. 

The portrait in the Boiling Collection, referred to on page 34, which is 
called " Hugh Blair," is, there can hardly be a doubt, that of Dr. James 
Blair, whose niece John Boiling married. On page 42, Neill's Virginia 
Vetusta is called " Nellie's Virginia Restituta." 

The author states that he was unable to obtain any elaborate history 
of President John Blair, his birth, &c. His obituary in the Virginia 
Gazette gives his age, and there is much concerning his official career in 
various public records. From a stateVnent on page 79 it is evident that 
Dr. Horner has taken a note of Mr. Wynnes, in "The Boiling Memoirs," 
to be a part of Robert Boiling's brief account (originally in French) of 
his family. 

But these, as has been said, are minor faults, which do not affect the 
real value and interest of the book. The letters more than make up for 
any little errors or deficiencies. 

One very serious fault is, however, to be found in Dr Horner's book — 
a fault not easily forgiven in any book, but unpardonable in such a work 
as this — there is no index. 

Genealogy of the Hord Family. By Rev. Arnold Harris Hord. 
Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1898. 

This book, in contradistinction to that just noticed, is strictly a gene- 
alogy, thoroughly and carefully prepared and arranged, after the most 
approved method, and with a full and accurate index. In appearance 
and contents it is worthy of the good old Virginia family which it de- 
scribes. The first sixty pages contain an account of the Hord family in 
England, and the remainder of the book (124 pages) gives an accurate 
and carefully prepared genealogy of the descendants of John Hord, who 
settled in what is now Caroline county, Virginia, in 1685, and whose de- 



